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Hoanh Tran’s design practice, HTA + pizzini, is a decade long partnership with Archie Pizzini, 
an American trained architect of Hispanic background from Texas.  Hoanh’s design sensibility 
is informed by the three decades spent in Vietnam, including the first twelve years of his 
childhood, as well as all of the experiences he has accumulated in the different urban 
environments he has experienced outside of Vietnam including New York, Washington D.C., and 
Los Angeles.  

Hoanh’s background as a preservation architect working in New York as well as his design 
architecture education acquired at Sci-Arc in Los Angeles, has given him an understanding of 
urban context that is deeply influenced by history. 

This attention to the layering of history embedded in the fabric of the best cities influenced 
the design of Galerie Quynh Dong Khoi, a contemporary arts gallery in Ho Chi Minh City.  It was 
also a major element in the design of IN SITU, Hoanh and Archie’s joint exhibition in April 2015, 
which revealed their different, but complementary understandings of the context of Ho Chi 
Minh City. 

LE LOI STUDIO

This was an office for our architectural practice conceived 
of as a laboratory for testing the possibilities of what 
could be produced in the context of Vietnam.  It was 
produced as a statement of our design identity acting as 
a filter to exclude incompatible clients while becoming a 
magnet for attracting clients and associates whose ideas 
were similar to ours.

The project made use of opportunities available 
in Vietnam which were absent in more globalised 
working environments.  We re-used antique pieces 
such as French colonial shutters and doors as well as 
traditional Vietnamese bed / living platforms which 
would not be available or affordable in a more globalised 
context.  We incorporated these pieces into our project, 
taking advantage of an accessibility and flexibility of 
craftsmen foreign to the working environment of a more 
standardised construction environment.  We improvised 
furnishings and finishes taking inspiration from street 
improvisations not generally visible in places such as the 
U.S. for instance.

This project had an effect not only on our clients and 
associates, but on us (my partner Archie and myself) by 
altering our practice focus away from larger and more 
globalised projects such as office and apartment towers 
towards smaller more individual based projects such 
as art galleries, individual homes and small bars and 
restaurants.


